


February 23, 2007

SB 500 - Remove prohibition of CHIP insurance for contraception

My name is Jerri Rittel. As an educator in a high school program, I have had students'
whose lives are altered by an unwanted pregnancy. In many cases, the students drop out
of school to support the child, still just children themselves. The young parents are often
overwhelmed by the responsibilities. An unexpected pregnancy to a teenager dictates a
level of maturity and social preparedness that the future parents don't have, not to
mention the financial responsibilities the parents are to be faced with. Making
contraceptives available to those who cannot otherwise afford them is essential. I fully
support the CHIP program providing contraceptive coverage.

Thank you,

Jerri Rittel

jrittel@helana.k12.mt.us
406.495.0497




